
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM 
Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

BROOK FARM, 
BORELEY 

 

During the war, Brook Farm in Boreley, as Brook House was then known, was a tenant farm of 73 acres, 
producing mainly fruit and vegetables.  It was part of the Sandys estate, and was farmed by Frank William 
Fisher, aged 35, who lived here with his wife, Edith Selina, aged 24, their daughter Editha Mary, aged just 1 
year old, and sister in law, Lilian Barford, aged 16. 

William was born in Quinton, then a rural part of Warwickshire, and his wife and sister in law in Burton upon 
Trent, Staffordshire.  He was inevitably called up in 1916, and appeared before the Tribunal in late June 
1916.  The report in the Bromsgrove Messenger on 1 July 1916, described him as a farmer and fruit and says 
that he was granted conditional exemption from service.  This exemption was not revoked. 

Fisher was clearly a capable farmer.  In March 1918, the Worcestershire Food Production Committee had 
concerns that Stone Farm, Lineholt, was not being efficiently managed by the sitting tenant, JG Williams, and 
were happy approve the appointment of Fisher as the new tenant. 

Brook Farm was Lot 21 in the Ombersley Estate Sale of October 1918, when Lord Sandys offered over 1000 
acres of land for auction.  According to the sale particular, Brook Farm included 'Good Pasture Meadow 
bordering the River Severn giving Valuable Fishing Rights and Capital Orcharding', as well as extensive 
pasture and arable land. 

The house was a substantial residence, of 'brick and tile and partly half-timbered' with 'two reception rooms, 
Kitchen with Range, China Pantry, Back Kitchen and Scullery combined, five bedrooms, dressing room and 
clothes closet'.  The farm yard had a Pump House with a good water source (pumped from the ground), a 
dairy, cart and tool sheds, barns, extensive stabling for cattle and horses and a 'capital Rickyard'. 

The farm was sold to an unknown buyer for £3050 (about £88,625 today). The Fishers appear to have moved 
out to take up a tenancy at Acton Hall by 1920.   

Editha Fisher grew up to marry Lovedin George Thomas Farmer, a motor executive from Bridgnorth, who 
became the Chairman of Rover Ltd and Deputy Chairman of British Leyland. He was knighted in February 
1968. 

RESEARCHER NAME(S) Chris Day 



*House name or number  In 2017 Brook House In 1914 Brook Farm 

*Road, street, lane etc... Boreley Lane, Ombersley, Droitwich WR9 0HT 

*Where in the parish? Boreley, about 2 miles from Ombersley centre 

*What purpose did it 
serve during WW1? 

Tenant Farm with 73 acres producing mainly fruit and vegetables. 

 

Photographs of the property 

This photo of the 
main farmhouse was 
taken in December 
2017 

 



A photo of the 
farmhouse on the left 
and Brook Court and 
Brook Granary (the 
original outbuildings 
now separate private 
residences) on the 
right looking west 
towards the River 
Severn.  Abberley 
Clock Tower is visible 
on the horizon. 

  



An aerial picture of 
the farm before it was 
converted. This is the 
oldest picture I could 
find and is probably 
from the 1960s. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS 

Name  Head of Household 
or Relationship to 
Head  

Age Marital  
status 

Occupation Employer,  
worker or  
working on 
own account? 

Working  
at Home? 

Birthplace Nationality if 
not British 

Infirmity 

Frank William Fisher
   

Head 32    Married Farmer Part of 
Sandys 
Esate 

yes Quinton, 
Warwickshire 

  

Edith Selina Fisher Spouse 24 Married   yes Burton upon 
Trent, Staffs 

  

Editha Mary Fisher Daughter 1 Single   n/a Brook Farm   

Lilian Maud Isabel 
Barford   

Sister in Law 16 Single   yes Burton upon 
Trent, Staffs 

  

No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop: 10 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OFPROPERTY/ RESIDENCE: 

KELLY'S COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY 

Hard copy in the project resources folder 
Digital information available via Ancestry.co.uk (££ paywall) or Ancestry.com (free to access in local library) 
Commercial directories available in hard copy or microfilm at The Hive 

  1912 1916 1921 1924 

NAME Frank William Fisher  Brook Farm Brook Farm Acton Hall Acton Hall 

 

 



ELECTORAL REGISTERS 

(available on microfilm in The Hive) 
Ombersley is in the Western (or Bewdley) Electoral  Division from 1885 until 1918.   
From 1918-1948, Ombersley is in the Evesham Electoral Division. 

Name 1910 1914 & 1915 1918&19 1920 1926 

Frank William Fisher Brook Farm Brook Farm Brook Farm Acton Hall  

Edith Selina Fisher   Brook Farm (1919) Acton Hall  

Algernon Hugh Arkell    Brook Farm  

Annie Maria Arkell    Brook Farm  

 

ANY OTHER evidence 
about the property 

Were the residents owners, lessees or tenants of the property? Was the property ever put up for sale? 
Other sources might include:  Your own property deeds;  newspaper articles and advertisements; sale particulars; local knowledge/oral 
history; poor rate books etc 

Source Information 

Ombersley Estate Sale 
Particulars 

Brook Farm belonged to the Ombersley Estate and was a tenant farmhouse.  

The farm was put up for sale by the Ombersley Estate in October 1918 being Lot 21 of  a total sale of over 1000 acres.  The 
details of the sale particulars show that the farm had a tenant farmer, Frank William Fisher.  The farm consisted of 73 acres 
and stretched down to the River Severn as fishing rights are also inculded.  The fam had a good water source (pumped from 
the ground), a dairy, orchard, arable fields and grazing.  



 

 

 



WHAT DID THE FAMILY DO IN WW1? 

CONTINUED TO TRADE IN USUAL OCCUPATION? 

NAME Frank William Fisher Age in 1914 35 

Activity during wartime 

 

FARMER 

We know that Frank Fisher was a farmer as he was granted exemption from conscription in 1916.  We can also assume that he 
was probably good at his job as  

1) His exemption from conscription was not challenged 

2) He was asked to also farm Stone Farm in Lineholt approximately 2 miles from Brook Farm 

3) When Brook Farm was sold, Mr Fisher was quickly able to obtain another tenancy at Powers Farm. (Electoral register says 
Acton Hall) 

Droitwich Rural Military Tribunal 
which considered applications 
for exemption from conscription 
after spring 1916 

The case of Frank W Fisher was considered by the Tribunal in a session reported in the Bromsgrove Messenger on 1/7/1916. He is 
described as a farmer and fruit grower of Brook Farm, Ombersley. He was granted conditional exemption – presumably 
conditional upon his remaining a farmer. This exemption never seems to have been challenged or reviewed (as some agricultural 
exemptions were in 1918). 

War Agricultural Committee as 
reported in the Bromsgrove 
Messenger 1/7/1916 

The Minutes of the Worcestershire Food Production Committee meeting of 6/3/1918 read: 

‘JG Williams Lineholt. Letter from D Smith, Oakley and Garrard, dated March 5th asking whether the Committee would accept 
Mr FW Fisher of Brook Farm, Ombersley, as tenant of the Stone Farm. The Secretary was directed to wrote stating that the 
Committee approved of Mr Fisher.’  

The Committee was concerned for some time on land occupied by JG Williams at Lineholt because of poor cultivation standards, 
and seem to have arranged for it to be transferred into ‘suitable’ tenancies. Fisher must have been OK as he was approved, and 
was not the subject of any of the Cultivation or Ploughing Up Orders issued by the Committee. Smith et al seem to have acted as 
agents for the landowner Major Bromley Martin. 

 

 

 

 

 



*SERVE WITH FORCES (Jeanette can help wth this) 

Did a family member join up? 
Yes/no 

NAME No – farming was considered an essential occupation and Frank 
Fisher was exempted from service (see tribunal details below) 

Did a family member die in the fighting? Yes/no NAME No 

 

OTHER INFORMATION  

Source Information 

Birmingham Daily Post – 
Weds 7 Jan 1914   

Harry Smith (44) a Labourer admitted to stealing from William Frank Fisher. He took a pig, a fowl, and a pair of 
breeches and was sent to prison for 3 months. 

Birmingham Daily Post 9 
Dec 1918 

Milk is restricted except for under 10 year olds it cannot be drunk as a beverage.   

The Worcester County Council buys two farms in Ombersley for £7,050 for returning soldiers (making the rent 
something like 5% return.) 

Various 
Editha Fisher would have attended school in the village or at Sytchampton.  She later married George Thomas 
Farmer.  George became the Chairman of Rover cars and Deputy Chairman of British Leyland. He was Knighted 
on 13th February 1968.  

 


