
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM 
Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

LYTH COTTAGE, 
LINEHOLT  

The cottage now called Lyth Cottage in Lineholt was known as The Leith Cottage in 1914. It is situated close to the River Severn opposite 
Shrawley Wood and was part of the Ombersley Court Estate owned by Lord Sandys.  

The cottage was probably built in the 1860s and lies along a track leading beyond The Leith Farm to the river; aptly named as Leith or Lyth 
means river. The cottage is first mentioned in the 1881 census and was probably built by Joseph Moule, a carpenter and tenant farmer at 
Lyth Farm, and his father, a bricklayer, to house labourers working at the farm.  The tenants in 1881 were Maria Wood, a charwoman, and 
Maria’s sons John and Robert Wood, both farm labourers. 

In 1914 it is likely that Alice Griffiths and her family occupied Lyth Cottage. Alice first appears in Ombersley in the 1891 census, listed as a 
servant to the Lamb family living at Acton Farm, Sytchampton.  Her place of birth is given as Hartlebury and her age as 26. 

In the 1901 census, Alice is listed as living at Lyth Cottage along with her three daughters, Emily aged 7, Annie aged 4 and Mary a baby of 6 
months.  There is also a boarder called John Morgan, an agricultural labourer aged 44.  Alice is described as the Head of the household and 
unmarried.  Her place of birth is Hartlebury, which corresponds with the 1891 entry, but her age is given as 30 years, which does not. 

Further confusion occurs in the 1911 census: Alice still lives at Leith Cottage, but her age is given as 35 and her place of birth as Ombersley.  
All other details are the same, except that she is now working as a charwoman and her eldest daughter has moved out.  John Morgan is still 
a boarder but his age is now given as 65.  It is possible that Alice was not good at counting. 

On 30 November 1918 the property was put up for sale as part of the Ombersley Court Estate auction.  The property was described as 'A 
Useful and Compact Freehold Holding known as The Leith Farm together with a Labourer’s Cottage and Garden.'  It was sold shortly after the 
auction to an unknown buyer for £1,250. 

 

RESEARCHER NAME(S) Neil and Jennifer Hunt 

*House name or number  In 2017 Lyth Cottage In 1914 The Leith Cottage 

*Road, street, lane etc... The cottage is situated close to the River Severn opposite Shrawley Wood and was part of 
the Ombersley Court Estate owned by Lord Sandys.  

*Where in the parish? Lineholt 

*What purpose did it serve during WW1? Residential dwelling 



* Photograph of house today  

Photograph of house approx 100 years ago  

 

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS 

Name Head of Household 
or Relationship to 
Head  

Age Marital  
status 

Occupation Employer, worker or  
working on own  
account? 

Working  
at Home? 

Birthplace Nationality if 
not British 

Infirmity 

Alice Griffiths Head 35 Single Charwoman Worker  Ombersley   

Annie Griffiths Daughter 14  School   Ombersley   

May Griffiths Daughter 10  School   Ombersley   

John Morgan Boarder 68 Single Farm labourer Worker  Doddenham   

No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop: 3 rooms 

 

ELECTORAL REGISTERS 1910 1914 1918 

Alice Griffiths, Leith Cottage   YES 

 



 

  



 

ANY OTHER evidence about the property 

Source Information 

1881 Census - residents of 
Leith Cottage are Maria 
Wood and sons. 

The cottage was part of the Ombersley Court Estate owned by Lord Sandys.  

The Leith cottage can be found along a track which leads down to the river beyond The Leith Farm; hence the name Leith or Lyth 
which means river, and was probably built around the 1860s. We can assume this as the first mention of the cottage appears in the 
1881 census which records the occupants as Maria Wood, a Chair Woman or Charwoman and Maria’s sons John and Robert Wood, 
both farm labourers. The cottage was probably built as part of the Leith Farm to house the farm labourers, who worked on the land, 
by Joseph Moule, a carpenter who became the tenant farmer at Lyth Farm, and his father, who was a bricklayer.  

1911 census - Alice 
Griffiths in residence at 
Leith Cottage 

In 1914 at the start of World War 1 we have to assume that the occupants of Lyth Cottage are now the Griffiths family as recorded in 
the 1911 census.  

1891 census - Alice 
Griffiths in service in 
Sytchampton 

We first learn about Alice Griffiths, aged 26 in the 1891 census. Here she is found to be residing with the Lamb family, Frederick 
Lamb, Mary Lamb and their one year old daughter Wilhelmina A. M. Lamb, with whom she is employed as a servant at Acton Farm, 
Sytchampton in Ombersley. 

1901 census - Alice 
Griffiths now resident at 
Leith Cottage 

Further mention of Alice Griffiths aged 30 can be found in the 1901 census. Alice Griffiths now lives in Lyth Cottage along with her 
three daughters, Emily aged 7, Annie aged 4 and Mary a baby of 6 months. In the 1901 census we also discover that there is an 
agricultural labourer boarding with the Griffiths family called John Morgan, aged 44. The 1901 census does not record any occupation 
for Alice Griffiths, but by the 1911 census 35 year old Alice Griffiths is working as a Char Woman and the eldest of her daughters, 
Emily, is no longer listed.  



1914 - Finance Act 
return to 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Leith Farm and Cottage 
are the property of 
Lord Sandys. 

The Occupier is named 
as J Moule. 

The combined 
properties are valued 
for taxable purposes at 
£1275  

  

1918 - Alice Griffiths 
qualifies for vote 

Alice is listed on the electoral register for 1918, and qualifies to vote on her own account as she is over 30 years and is the tenant of a 
property of sufficient value.  Her address is given as Leith Cottage. 



Sale of property on 
the Ombersley Court 
Estate, November 
1918 

An advertisement in the Worcester News, October 1918, details an 
auction to be held on Saturday 30th November, 1918 listing farms and 
land as part of the Ombersley Court Estate, including “A Useful and 
Compact Freehold Holding known as The Leith Farm together with a 
Labourer’s Cottage and Garden.”  

 

Page from Sale Particular listing the Leith Farm estate, 
part of the estate sale, November 1918 

 



 


