
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM 
Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

Lyth Farm, Lineholt The house now called Lyth Farm in Lineholt was known as The Leith Farm in 1914 and is situated on high ground overlooking the 
River Severn opposite Shrawley Wood.  It was a tenanted farm and part of the Ombersley Court Estate owned by Lord Sandys. 

According to the 1911 Census,  Joseph Moule, 77 years, lived at Leith Farm with his two daughters, Margaret, a 55 year old widow, 
and Louisa, unmarried at 44, and his grandson Frederick, aged 19, who worked on the farm. It is likely that Joseph Moule also 
employed another farm labourer called John Morgan (65) who was a boarder at nearby Lyth Cottage.  Joseph appears to have 
farmed The Lyth since at least 1871: in the census that year he is described as a 'farmer of 27 acres employing 2 men'.  Finance Act 
returns show that Joseph Moule and family still occupied the farm in 1914. Joseph's death was registered at Droitwich during the 1st 
quarter of 1915.  

At some time before 1916, the tenancy was taken over by Samuel Devereux, who appeared before the military tribunal in July that 
year, seeking and gaining exemption from war service.  Unfortunately, tragedy struck the Devereux family in autumn 1918.  A report 
in the Worcester Herald on 2 November 1918 described how their 15 month old son, Walter, was killed in an accident whilst 
travelling to Worcester on a horse-drawn trap containing potatoes and cabbages.  A quarter of a mile from their home, the horse 
suddenly stopped whilst going up an incline; the trap ran backwards out of control and turned on its side fatally injuring the child 
underneath.  

At the time, Leith Farm had been advertised for sale at auction on 30 November 1918 as part of the Ombersley Estate Sale.  In the 
event, the farm was sold separately for £1250.  The sale particulars describe Leith Farm as being 51 acres in size, farmed for arable 
and livestock.  According to the sale particulars, the property included 'a two bay barn, two bay cart hovel with granary over, nine-tie 
cowhouse and calf pen, rough cattle shelter, three pigsties, two stall stable and loose box with loft over. Chaff cutting house and 
fodder room over.'  

 

RESEARCHER NAME(S) Neil and Jennifer Hunt 

*House name or number  In 2017 Lyth Farm In 1914 The Leith Farm 

*Road, street, lane etc... Lyth Lane 

*Where in the parish? Lineholt 

*What purpose did it serve during WW1? Farmed the local land 



* Photograph of house today 

 

 

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS 

Name Head of Household 
or Relationship to 
Head  

Age Marital  
status 

Occupation Employer, worker 
or working on own 
account? 

Working  
at Home? 

Birthplace Nationality if 
not British 

Infirmity 

Joseph Moule Head 80 Widower Farmer Worked on own 
account 

Farmed 
100 acres 

Ombersley   

Margaret Annie Laurence Daughter 55 Widow    Ombersley   

Louisa Hannah Moule Daughter 44 Single    Ombersley   

Frederick Charles Moule Grandson 19 Single Farmer's grandson 
working on farm 

Worker  Ombersley   

No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop:   7 rooms 

 

  



 

  



ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OFPROPERTY/ RESIDENCE: 

KELLY'S COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY 1900 19 1912 1916 

Joseph Moule, farmer, Lyth Farm YES  YES No 

 

ELECTORAL REGISTERS 1912 1914 1915 1918 

Joseph Moule (Tenant  Farmer) YES Farming at the Leith Farm, Lineholt YES YES NO 

Louisa Moule    YES Sytchampton 

Samuel Devereux    YES Leith Farm 

 

ANY OTHER evidence about the property 

Source Information 



1914 - Finance Act 
return to 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Leith Farm and Cottage 
are the property of 
Lord Sandys. 

The Occupier is named 
as J Moule. 

The combined 
properties are valued 
for taxable purposes at 
£1275. 

The farm property 
includes 53 acres, 2 
roods and 26 perches 
of land. 

  



1914 - Finance Act 
return to 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Joseph Moule also 
leased and farmed land 
at The Lyth belonging 
to J Pardoe, also of 
Ombersley. 

The property is 46 
acres, 2 roods and 10 
perches in size. 

 

 



Sale of property on 
the Ombersley Court 
Estate, November 
1918 

An advertisement in the Worcester News, October 1918, details an 
auction to be held on Saturday 30th November, 1918 listing farms and 
land as part of the Ombersley Court Estate, including “A Useful and 
Compact Freehold Holding known as The Leith Farm together with a 
Labourer’s Cottage and Garden.”  

 

Page from Sale Particular listing the Leith Farm estate, 
part of the estate sale, November 1918 

 



 



WHAT DID THE FAMILY DO IN WW1? 

*MAJOR LIFE EVENTS  

DEATH Joseph Moule 1 March 1915 Probate register 1915 
Registration of Death, Droitwich district, Q Jan-Mar, 1915 

TRIBUNAL Samuel Thomas 
Devereux 

15/07/1916 Application no. 89 
Case no. 87 
Occupation: Market gardener and farmer, Leith Farm, Lineholt 
Origin of appeal: Military recommendation 
Decision: Conditional exemption 

DEATH Walter Devereux  26 October 1918  

 

Report of inquest into the accidental death of 
Walter Devereux,  
Worcester Herald, 2 November 1918 

 



OTHER INFORMATION  

Source Information 

1911 Census The house now called Lyth Farm in Lineholt was known as The Leith Farm in 1914.  It is situated on high ground overlooking the 
River Severn opposite Shrawley Wood and was part of Ombersley Court Estate owned by Lord Sandys. 

At the beginning of World War 1, the farm was occupied by Joseph Moule and family, although by that time he would have 
farmed there for many years and was aged 80.  According to the 1911 Census, Joseph Moule (then 77) shared the farm with his 
two daughters, Margaret (55) a widow, and Louisa (44), single, and his grandson, Frederick (19) who worked on the farm.  Joseph 
Moule might also have employed another farm labourer called John Morgan (65) who was a boarder at nearby Lyth Cottage. 

Finance Act return, 1914 Between them they farmed 100 acres of land:  

 53 acres, 2 roods and 26 perches of land were rented from Lord Sandys 

 46 acres, 2 roods and 10 perches were rented from J Pardoe, also of Ombersley 

Auction Sale Particulars, 30 
November 1918 

The focus of the farm appears to be livestock as the farm included “a two bay barn, two bay cart hovel with granary over, nine-tie 
cowhouse and calf pen, rough cattle shelter, three pigsties, two stall stable and loose box with loft over.  Chaff cutting house and 
fodder room over”.  These details are quoted from the 30 November 1918 auction sale particulars for The Leith Farm. The farm 
was withdrawn from the auction but was sold a week later for £1250.00.  The sale included the Lyth Cottage and 51 acres of land.  

1871 Census 

1881 Census 

1912 Kelly’s Directory 

Joseph Moule was born in 1833 in Ombersley to parents James Moule (a builder) and Margrett Moule.  He had a brother called Charles. 

Joseph trained as a acarpenter but later moved into farming.  The 1871 Census shows him farming 27 acres in Lineholt.  By then he was 37, 
married to Anne and had two sons and four daughters.  It is not clear whether they were living in The Leith Farm at this time as the 1871 
Census gives their address only as Lineholt.  However, 10 years later the 1881 Census has Joseph Moule farming 100 acres at Leith Farm and 
employing two labourers – John and Robert Wood who lived with their Mother, Maria Wood, in nearby Lyth Cottage. 

Joseph Moule has an entry  in the 1912 Kelly’s Directory when he was definitely still farming  at The Leith Farm.  However, the 1916 Kelly’s 
Directory has no entry for The Leith Farm so at some point between 1912 and 1918 when the farm was sold, the tenant farmer changed from 
Joseph Moule to Samuel Devereux. 

1915 National Probate Calendar 

 

 


