
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM 
Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

The Anchorage 
(now Rickstones) 

As far as we can tell, nobody lived here on the day of the census in 1911.  However, at some date before the end of 
the war, a Welsh-born widow named Marian Hinckesman moved into the cottage from her former home, Severn 
House, Eardington, Shropshire.  Luckily for us, she qualified to vote in the December 1918 general election and so 
she appears on the Electoral Register as resident at Rickstones. 

Marian had been widowed twice.  She brought her son, Arthur Vaughan Davies, to her second marriage with John 
Hinckesman, with whom she had three more sons, John William, Charles Henry and George Frederick.  In 1911, 
Arthur was working as an assistant school master at a preparatory school in Hindhead, Surrey. 

Prior to 1911, John, Charles and George Hinckesman emigrated to Penticton, Canada, to work as ranchers. Each 
joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1914 and shipped for France.  Both Charles and George survived. 

John joined the Canadian Forces on 10 August 1914 in British Columbia. Came to England with the 2nd Canadian 
contingent and served as a Lieutenant with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from 1915. He was killed 
at Passchendaele on 27 October 1917 and buried there. He was 26. 

An officer wrote: ‘In his death the battalion has sustained a great loss, as he was looked upon as one of the most 
promising officers, and was actually due for immediate promotion for the good work he has done in this unit. By all 
he was looked upon as a thoroughly efficient, courageous and reliable officer, and the men of B Company, with 
whom he was more familiar, feel his loss particularly. During the whole of his connection with this battalion his 
relationship with all ranks was one of a most pleasant character. The operation in which the battalion was engaged 
at the time resulted very successfully, and the work done by Lieutenant J W Hinckesman on the night of the 27th  

was most creditably performed and the information he obtained was of great value, the situation being very 
precarious at the time.’ 

RESEARCHER NAME(S) Myra Cowdry 

*House name or number  In 2017 Rickstones In 1914 The Anchorage 

*Road, street, lane etc... Hadley 



*What purpose did it serve during WW1? Private dwelling 

 

* Photograph of house today Photograph of house approx 100 years ago 

  
 
 

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS 

Name  Head of Household 
or Relationship to 
Head  

Age Marital  
status 

Occupation Employer,  
worker or  
working on 
own account? 

Working  
at Home? 

Birthplace Nationality if 
not British 

Infirmity 

UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN WHO WAS RESIDENT IN THE PROPERTY IN 1911. 

Marian Hinckesman moved into the house after the census and before 1918. 

In 1911, she and one of her sons were resident in Severn House, Eardington, Shropshire. 

          



No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop: 7  

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF PROPERTY/ RESIDENCE: 

ELECTORAL REGISTERS 

(available on microfilm in The Hive) 
Ombersley is in the Western (or Bewdley) Electoral  Division from 1885 until 1918.   
From 1918-1948, Ombersley is in the Evesham Electoral Division. 

Name 1910 1914 1918 1922 1926 

Marion Hinckesman   Electoral register 
and absent voters 
list 

  

 

ANY OTHER evidence 
about the property 

Were the residents owners, lessees or tenants of the property? Was the property ever put up for sale? 
Other sources might include:  Your own property deeds; newspaper articles and advertisements; sale particulars; local knowledge/oral history; 
poor rate books etc 

Source Information 

Property deeds Property belonged to the Gardner Estate - two of the trustees were Osmond Gardner and Dorothy Gardner.  

 
Dorothy Gardner married Arthur Ball in 1942. In 1958 she bought ‘The Anchorage’ From the trustees for £800. On 21st May 1959 she sold it 
to Noel John Bond. He changed the name from ‘The Anchorage’ to ‘Southernwood’. This is the name under which it was listed - Grade II. 
The name was then changed to ‘Rickstones’ when it was sold to Roger Cowdry in 1996. 

 

  



WHAT DID THE FAMILY DO IN WW1? 

*SERVE WITH FORCES  

Did a family member join up? 
Yes 

NAME John William Hinckesman, Lt  
2nd Canadian contingent, Expeditionary Force 

Did a family member die in the fighting? Yes NAME John William Hinckesman 

Is he named on the village memorials? Church altar screen Yes Village memorial Yes 

School Roll of Honour no Memorial Hall Roll of Honour no 

 Buried in village? no Buried in CWGC cemetery overseas? Yes 

De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour 1914-1919  

 

John went to Canada in 1907 and settled at Penticton as a rancher. Joined the 
Canadian Forces on 10 August 1914 in British Columbia. Came to England with 
the 2nd Canadian contingent and served with the Expeditionary Force in 
France and Flanders from 1915. He was a Lieutenant. He was killed at 
Passchendaele on 27 October 1917 and buried there. He had three brothers 
on active service. 

An officer wrote: ‘In his death the battalion has sustained a great loss, as he 
was looked upon as one of the most promising officers, and was actually due 
for immediate promotion for the good work he has done in this unit. By all he 
was looked upon as a thoroughly efficient, courageous and reliable officer, 
and the men of B Company, with whom he was more familiar, feel his loss 
particularly. During the whole of his connection with this battalion his 
relationship with all ranks was one of a most pleasant character. The 
operation in which the battalion was engaged at the time resulted very 
successfully, and the work done by Lieutenant J W Hinckesman on the night 
of the 27th. Was most creditably performed and the information he obtained 
was of great value, the situation being very precarious at the time.’ 

 
  



*SERVE WITH FORCES  

Did any other family members join up? 

Yes 

NAME George Frederick Hinckesman 

Charles Henry Hinckesman 

Both served with the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

Did these men die in the fighting? NO NAME  

Is he named on the village memorials? Church altar screen no Village memorial no 

School Roll of Honour no Memorial Hall Roll of Honour no 

 Buried in village? no Buried in CWGC cemetery overseas? no 

 
 

VOLUNTEER FOR WAR SERVICE AT HOME 

NAME  Age during WW1  

Activity during 
wartime 
(give sources for this 
information) 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED TO TRADE IN USUAL OCCUPATION? 

NAME  Age in 1914  

Activity during 
wartime 
(give sources for this 
information) 

 



 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Other sources might include the following: 

family photographs; local knowledge/oral history etc In the village? 

newspaper articles and advertisements; parish records; Worcs 
Photographic Record 

On microfilm in the Hive 

parish magazines; sale particulars; school log books; minutes of 
Droitwich District War Agricultural Exec Sub-Committee (1915-1917) 

Original documents available in the Hive 

Source Information 

  

  

 


