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Alma Villas during WW1 
 

Present day these are Alma Villa, on the left and Hastings House on the right (taken 

from Google Maps, Street View), immediate neighbours to Ombersley Medical Centre: 
 

 
 

In 1914 William Hemming and his family were living at Alma Villa. William was a 
“proprietor” of a threshing machine (for removing seeds from the stalks and husks of 
crops such as wheat), providing a service to local farmers. Two months before the 
start of WW1 he passed way. Their son, Albert who lived close by in Haye Lane had 
spent 3 years as a volunteer soldier and was keen to serve his country, he joined the 
Worcestershire Regiment, he is commemorated on the Memorial Hall Roll of Honour: 

 After 6 months he left the army and later a local military tribunal 
confirmed that he was the “only man in the Parish who could drive this tackle”, the 
family threshing machine, which would have been very important to the local farming 
community; he was by then 27. 
 

 
Photo – Wallis & Stevens Thresher circa 1910 

From book: Threshing Machines by Trevor Gregory   
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During the war the Marshall family moved into Alma Villa, their son Elias, a millers’ 
drayman joined the Army Reserves in November 1915 and was mobilised a year later. 
At around this time rooms for rent at their home were advertised by the family: 

 
 

On arrival in Rouen he joined the 4th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers. Elias went from 
battle to battle across France but after just one month of action he was killed in the 
Battle of Arras, on 14th May 1917, he was 23. 
 

 
 

Commemorated at the Arras Memorial, the village memorial and church altar screen: 
 

 
 

From the  

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Website 

Elias’s memorial scroll was sent to his parents in September 1920; by then they were 
living just out of Ombersley village in Uphampton. 
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Next door (now Hastings House), was Alma Boot Stores run by Richard and Leah 
Williams, their son Leonard was born in Ombersley in 1908; here is a photo of Leah 
and Leonard: (supplied by Rosemary Allen – Bundy Family Tree via Ancestry.co.uk)  
 

 
 

It appears that Richard was ‘called-
up’ in 1916 but did not serve 
conditional, it would seem on 
continuing to make boots.  
 
(These details appear in a local military tribunal and was part of the conscription 

scheme that was introduced in early 1916). 

 
 
 
They stayed with this business until 1925 when all three emigrated to South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leonard went to Ombersley Endowed School 
and the Head made a log entry in April 1915: 
 
“Medical Inspection, morning & afternoon . .  

Leonard Williams . . . chickenpox . . .”- 
 
 

 
 

Today as Hastings House 


