
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED : LANGHAM HOUSE, MAIN ROAD, 
OMBERSLEY VILLAGE 

 
Langham House was the name of the property in 1914 as it is today. It was part of the 
Sandys Estate and was built c1902, perhaps for Lord Sandys’ Bailiff.  
 
This is the original plan prepared for Lord Sandys dated 1901 and an early photograph. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The growth of the hedge and other vegetation means the house is scarcely visible from this 
viewpoint today. The south face of the house has changed little over a hundred years. The 
tall chimney at the back was demolished when the single storey scullery etc was demolished 
and the current two storey extension built. 
 



 
 
The first known occupier of Langham House was Francis William Grove, listed in Littlebury’s 
Directory of 1908 as Agent to Lord Sandys; he also appears in the 1909 Electoral Register.  
 
James and Alice Patchett were the occupiers of Langham House in the 1911 Census. He was 
62 and she was 55. He is recorded as a retired building surveyor. James was born in Bacup, 
Lancashire in 1848. In 1881 he was a resident of Islington and his occupation was a 
carpenter. Also in 1881 he married Alice (née Harper) in Hereford, her birthplace. In 1891 
they were living in Bordesley, Birmingham with their daughter Annie, then aged 6, and 
James’s mother. He was a Buildings Inspector. By 1901 they were living in Aston, 
Birmingham and James was a Building Surveyor with the City of Birmingham.  
 
James and Alice Patchett lived in Langham House Ombersley throughout the Great War, 
until 1918. There is no information about their activities. After the War, James and Alice 
may have moved back to Lancashire. Alice died in 1922 and James in 1943, both in 
Lancaster. 
 
In 1919 the Electoral Register shows Langham House occupied by William George and Harry 
Challoner Page, father and son. William George Page had been Headmaster of Ombersley 
School. Mr Page was born in 1853 and came to Ombersley in 1881. At the 1911 Census he 
was living with his wife and two daughters, both of whom were also schoolteachers, in the 
Ombersley School House. During 1917 Mr Page was growing increasingly deaf and was 
finding it hard to carry on with his teaching. His wife was seriously ill and had been advised 
to leave the School House on health grounds. Mr Page took the tenancy of Hill Top House, 
Ombersley, intending to move there in March 1918 when he was due to retire from 
teaching. However, in view of his wife’s health, he asked to be able to give up the tenancy of 
the School House at Michaelmas 1917. Mr Page retired as Headmaster at the end of January 
1918. His wife died in August 1918. After her death, Hill Top House may have been too large 



for Mr Page and his second son, Harry Challoner Page who was still serving. Mr Page and his 
son seem to have remained at Langham House for only about a year. I have been unable to 
trace Mr Page after this. 
 
Between 1920 and 1926 Langham House was occupied by Victor and Emily Jessie Stanton. 
Victor Stanton (born c1888) may have been one of the sons of John W Stanton of the Crown 
& Sandys Inn in Ombersley (1891 and 1901 Censuses). In 1911, Victor is enumerated with 
his brother Charlie as a visitor in Callow End, Worcestershire. He was a commercial traveller 
in gamekeeper’s requisites. 
 



 

 
 


