OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM
Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'

Northwood House

Northwood House was built in 1914 on the site of two thatched cottages by Benjamin Rea (of Cresswells) for
Ombersley’s sub-postmistress, Orinthia Castledine, as a post office and home for herself and her brother,
Arthur. Orinthia moved to become sub-postmistress of Ombersley from Ross on Wye at some time prior to
1901 and died there in 1939.

RESEARCHER NAME(S)

John and Marilyn Hunt

*House name or number

In 2017

*Road, street, lane etc...

Main Road

*Where in the parish?

Centre, next to Weighbridge

*What purpose did it
serve during WW1?

Village post office, drapers store and home

* Photograph of house
today

Northwood House

In 1914

Under construction

Photograph of house
approx 100 years ago

1914

c.1917

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS
Name

Head of Household
or Relationship to
Head

Age

Marital
status

Occupation

Employer,
worker or
working on
own account?

Working
at Home?

Birthplace

Orinthia Mary Castledine

Yes

42

Single

Sub Postmistress
and Shop keeper

Working on
own account

Yes

Stoke-on-Trent

Arthur Herbert Castledine

Brother

37

Single

Post office
assistant

Worker

Yes

-

-

-

Francis

-

-

Nationality if
not British

Infirmity

-

-

Ross, Herefordshire

-

-

-

-

-

-

No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop:

6

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OFPROPERTY/ RESIDENCE:
KELLY'S COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY

Hard copy in the project resources folder
Digital information available via Ancestry.co.uk (££ paywall) or Ancestry.com (free to access in local library)
Commercial directories available in hard copy or microfilm at The Hive
1912

NAME

Orinthia Castledine

1916
Draper, post office

1921
Draper, post office

1924
Draper, post office

ELECTORAL REGISTERS

(available on microfilm in The Hive)
Ombersley is in the Western (or Bewdley) Electoral Division from 1885 until 1918.
From 1918-1948, Ombersley is in the Evesham Electoral Division.

Name

1910

1914

Orinthia Castledine

PHONE BOOKS

1918

1922

1926

YES

Phone directories available in the Hive on the open shelving, level 1
Year of entry in directory

Name

ANY OTHER evidence
about the property

Were the residents owners, lessees or tenants of the property? Was the property ever put up for sale?
Other sources might include: Your own property deeds; newspaper articles and advertisements; sale particulars; local knowledge/oral
history; poor rate books etc

Source Deeds

Owner

Various

See attached

WHAT DID THE FAMILY DO IN WW1?
*MAJOR LIFE EVENTS (look in parish registers which are available on microfilm in The Hive; and online at Ancestry.co.uk)
Births / baptisms

no

NAME

Marriages

no

NAME

Deaths

no

NAME

*SERVE WITH FORCES (Jeanette can help wth this)
Did a family member join up?

no

NAME

Did a family member die in the fighting?

no

NAME

Is he named on the village memorials?

Church altar screen

n/a

Village memorial

n/a

School Roll of Honour

n/a

Memorial Hall Roll of Honour

n/a

Buried in village?

n/a

Buried in CWGC cemetery overseas?

n/a

VOLUNTEER FOR WAR SERVICE AT HOME
NAME
Activity during
n/a
wartime
(give sources for this
information)

Age during WW1

CONTINUED TO TRADE IN USUAL OCCUPATION?
NAME

Orinthia Castledine

Activity during
wartime

Sub-postmistress, shopkeeper, draper

Age in 1914

45

Age in 1914

40

(1911 Census, Kelly’s Directory 1916)

(give sources for this
information)

NAME

Arthur Castledine

Activity during
wartime

Probably post office assistant
(1911 census)

Other sources might include the following:

OTHER INFORMATION

Source (as footnotes)

family photographs; local knowledge/oral history etc

In the village?

newspaper articles and advertisements; parish records; Worcs
Photographic Record

On microfilm in the Hive

parish magazines; sale particulars; school log books; minutes of
Droitwich District War Agricultural Exec Sub-Committee (1915-1917)

Original documents available in the Hive

Information

Ombersley Post Office in WW1
At the start of WW1 in 1914, Ombersley Post Office (with services including mail order, telephone and telephonic
express delivery) was run by sub-postmistress Orinthia Mary Castledine, aged 45 years, from a black and white
building near the village roundabout. See Exhibit 1.
Before the war, it was unusual for many women to work in post offices and those that did had to leave when they
married, which Orinthia never did. However, as male workers were sent to war, women filled many of their positions
and by November 1916 some 35,000 women were employed in temporary positions in the Post Office1.
Orinthia’s life as a sub-postmistress involved long working days, seven days a week. Letters were received twice daily
(at 6.50am and 3.30pm), and dispatched twice (at 1.15pm and 6.20pm); except on Sundays where there was one
incoming delivery at 6.50am and one dispatch at 11.15am2.
With few phones or cars, and no internet or social media, the post office was the main way of communicating. Even
before the war, Ombersley residents felt that just two deliveries a day were not enough and they had the innovative
idea of using the local bus which ran to Worcester five times daily. They approached the Post Office surveyor for the
district, who had a box made and fitted to the rear section of the bus, with the collection times printed on it. In this
way, anyone living along the road between Ombersley and Worcester could drop letters in the box for delivery to
Worcester head office3. See Exhibit 2.

Exhibit 1: Post Office location at start of WW1 (left of picture)

Exhibit 2 - the travelling Post Office
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C N Trueman "The Role Of The Post Office In World War One", The History Learning Site, 6 Mar 2015. 9 Jan 2018.
UK, Midlands and Various UK Trade Directories, 1770-1941 [database on-line], 1916 Kelly's Directory of Worcestershire.
3
Post Office Curiosities from the County, The Sphere, 16 Oct 1909, p,24
2

Any mail sent from Ombersley to the troops was sent via the Home Depot, a special sorting office
in Regent’s Park, London. At its peak 12 million letters and 1 million parcels were passing through
the Home Depot each week. Post was transported by sea if possible although dangers from
enemy ships and mines meant that from 1915 to 1917 much was transported overland. In 1917
protective convoys for shipping were introduced meaning that post was again transported by sea.
On average it took only two days for a letter from Britain to reach the Western Front (unless it was
held up by the censor) and was delivered to the trenches by lorries and carts. Post was usually
handed out and collected with the evening meal4.
Just before the start of the war, Orinthia had commissioned a new post office building (now known
as ‘Northwood House’) to be built next door for herself and her brother Arthur on the site of two
thatched cottages which were demolished (Exhibit 3). This was to house two post office rooms
and provide a home for herself and her bachelor brother, Arthur5. The builder of the new post
office was Mr Benjamin Rea who lived at Cresswells (opposite). On the day that war broke out, a
flag was hoist above the chimney to show support for the country. The flag is just visible in the
photo (Exhibit 4) below – the man in the centre of the three men standing on the scaffolding is Mr
Rea. It is not entirely clear when Orinthia, Arthur and the post office moved into the ‘new’ post
office building/Northwood House, only that it was during the years of the war.

Extract from Kelly's Directory 1916 showing range of postal services
offered within the parish

4
5

Exhibit 3: Two semi-detached thatched cottages (right of picture and attached to existing Post Office, right)
pre 1914. These were demolished for construction of new Post Office.

Ancestry.com. 1911 England Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.Group (online), accessed 9 Jan 2018.
Roelofsz E (1999), A Millenium of History in Ombersley and Doverdale, p51

Orinthia was not originally from Ombersley. She was born in 1869 in Stoke on Trent
and baptised in 1874 in Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire6. She had moved to Ombersley by
1901 when the census records7 list her as sub-postmistress living with her widowed
mother Ann (aged 65 and originally from Dorset), her brother Arthur (aged 27) and
sister Fanny (aged 24). In 19058 her mother died and Fanny, married9 Arthur Stanton.
Thus ten years later in the 1911 census10, Orinthia is now head of the family and listed
as single, sub-postmistress and shopkeeper living at Ombersley Post Office with her
brother Arthur, who is working as a post office assistant, and someone listed simply
with the name of ‘Francis’. By then, Lydia and Arthur had moved to Turn Mill, where
he worked as a farmer and miller. The 1916 Trade Directory11 lists Orinthia as a draper
and sub post-mistress. There appears to be no evidence of what the drapery side of
the business involved, but can only have added further to Orinithia’s workload.
Orinthia died a spinster aged 70 on 5 August 193912 at the County and City Hospital in
Powick. She was buried in Ombersley on 10 August 193913. The inscription on her
tombstone is said14 to have read “In loving memory of Orinthia Mary Castledine, who
died August 5th 1939, aged 71 years. He giveth his beloved sleep”. She left £1662 10s
and 5d including the Post Office (Northwood House) to her surviving sister, Fanny.

6

Little is known about Arthur, although there is evidence of him taking part in village life
in at the beginning of the century. Examples include his attendance at the anniversary
dinner of Lord Sandys Court of Foresters on 21 June 190015; at the Ombersley
Agricultural and Horticultural Show on 16 August 1900, where he was a grandstand
steward16; and at the annual outing of the Worcestershire Workmen’s Clubs held at
Hanbury Hall in Droitwich on 30 August 1902. During the war, Arthur just missed out
on being called up due to his age. When the National Registration Act introduced
conscription from January 1916 for men aged 18-41, Arthur was 43 years old. He died
at the young age of 51 in 192417. It might be supposed that he continued to work, as
he had in 1911, as a post office assistant.
Other than the demolition of the old (1914) post office and adjacent buildings to the
south, Northwood House (Exhibit 6) today remains little changed externally from when
it was built in 1914. The post office shop front has been replaced by a new window
and the other windows have been widened to match. A new roof was added in 2013 –
the photos in Exhibit 7 below were taken to mirror the 1914 photo (Exhibit 4).
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Ancestry.com. 1911 England Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011, Class: RG14; Piece: 17739; Schedule Number: 107
11
UK, Midlands and Various UK Trade Directories, 1770-1941 [database on-line], 1916 Kelly's Directory of Worcestershire.
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Exhibit 4: New Post Office being built in 1914

Exhibit 5: New Post Office (now Northwood House) as working Post Office c. 1917

Exhibit 7: Re-roofing of Northwood House in 2013
Exhibit 6: Northwood House in 2018

