
OMBERSLEY WW1 REMEMBERED RESEARCH COLLECTION FORM 
Items marked with *  represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

Ombersley Vicarage 

Summary 

The Vicarage was the home of the parish vicar, Rev John Webster, his wife Edith, daughter 
Kathleen and two female servants. Rev Webster came to Ombersley in 1898.  With his wife, 
he would have assisted with fund-raising activity, hosted community events and provided 
secular and spiritual support during the war. On 29 May 1917, he would have read out the 
King's Proclamation emphasising the importance of food to the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ war effort. 
Occasionally, he conducted funerals for parishioners who died as a result of the war. 

The Webster's own son, Aubrey, a school master, enlisted in the Northamptonshire 
Regiment and was killed in France on 25 April 1916. There is a memorial plaque to him in the 
church chancel 

RESEARCHER NAME(S) Martin Pickering 

*House name or number  In 2017 The Vicarage In 1914  

*Road, street, lane etc... Main Road 

*Where in the parish? Ombersley village centre, to the immediate south east of the roundabout 

*What purpose did it  serve 
during WW1? 

Vicarage 

*  Photograph of house today Photograph of house approx 55 years ago



 

 

 

*RESIDENTS OF HOUSE ACCORDING TO 1911 CENSUS 

Name  Head of Household 
or Relationship to 
Head  

Age Marital  
status 

Occupation Employer,  
worker or  
working on 
own account? 

Working  
at Home? 

Birthplace Nationality if 
not British 

Infirmity  

John Webster Head 50 Married Clerk in Holy 
Orders 

  Cheshire, Bruera   

Edith Fanny Webster Wife 48 Married -   Worcestershire, 
Moseley 

  

Kathleen Margaret Bower 
Webster 

Daughter 21 Single -   Worcestershire, 
Knowle 

  



Alice Munday Servant 23 Single Domestic Servant 
  

Worcestershire, Gt 
Malvern 

  

Agnes Smith Servant 18 Single Domestic Servant 
  

Somerset, Bath 
  

No of rooms in the dwelling (including kitchen, but not counting scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, warehouse, office or shop:  

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF PROPERTY/ RESIDENCE: 

KELLY'S COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY 

Hard copy in the project resources folder 
Digital information available via Ancestry.co.uk (££ paywall) or Ancestry.com (free to access in local library) 
Commercial directories available in hard copy or microfilm at The Hive 

  1912 1916 1921 1924 

NAME Webster, Rev John, MA, The Vicarage 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 

ELECTORAL REGISTERS 

(available on microfilm in The Hive) 
Ombersley is in the Western (or Bewdley) Electoral  Division from 1885 until 1918.   
From 1918-1948, Ombersley is in the Evesham Electoral Division. 

Name 1910 1914 1918 1922 1926 

Rev John Webster  
Listed as 

freeholder 

Listed   

Edith Fanny Webster   Listed   

PHONE BOOKS Phone directories available in the Hive on the open shelving, level 1 

Year of entry in directory      

Name       



 

WHAT DID THE FAMILY DO IN WW1? 

*MAJOR LIFE EVENTS (look in parish registers which are available on microfilm in The Hive; and online at Ancestry.co.uk) 

Births /  baptisms None Yes/no NAME 
 

Marriages None Yes/no NAME  

Deaths None Yes/no NAME  

 

*SERVE WITH FORCES (Jeanette can help wth this) 

Did a family member join up? Yes NAME Aubrey Herbert Bower Webster 

Did a family member die in the fighting? Yes NAME Aubrey Herbert Bower Webster 

Is he named on the village memorials? Church altar screen Yes/no Village memorial Yes 

School Roll of Honour Yes Memorial Hall Roll of Honour Yes/no 

 
Buried in village? No Buried in CWGC cemetery overseas? Yes 



The Sphere, 18 June 1916 

 

 

 

 



 

VOLUNTEER FOR WAR SERVICE AT HOME 

NAME 
 

Age during WW1 
 

Activity during 
wartime 
(give sources for this 
information) 

1918-12-21 Worcester Herald article re Christmas talk by Rev Webster 

 

 

 

  



 
 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Other sources might include the following: 

family photographs; local knowledge/oral history etc In the village? 

newspaper articles and advertisements; parish records; Worcs 
Photographic Record 

On microfilm in the Hive 

parish magazines; sale particulars; school log books; minutes of 
Droitwich District War Agricultural Exec Sub-Committee (1915-1917) 

Original documents available in the Hive 

Source Information 

Crockfords 1898_John Webster 

 



Fosters, Alumni Oxoniensis 

 


