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Items marked with * represent the basic level of information we aim to find for each 'Blue Plaque'  

St Andrew's Church, 
Ombersley, and the 
Sandys Mausoleum 

The villagers would have gathered regularly in the church to pray for their loved ones and for peace.  They also gathered here for baptisms, weddings 
and funerals during the war.  On 11 November 1918, the church bells would have sounded for the first time since war began, to celebrate the end of 
hostilities. 

There are 5 WW1 Commonwealth War Graves in the churchyard and 2 war memorials in the church.   
The village war memorial is on the Main Road, just outside the churchyard boundary. 

The vicar during the war was Rev John Webster, who lived at the Vicarage. The Webster's own son, Aubrey, a school master, enlisted in the 
Northamptonshire Regiment and was killed in France on 25 April 1916. Mr Page made a note of his death in the school log book on 1 May 1916: 'Lt. 
Aubrey Webster, son of the Vicar, was accidentally killed in France on Apr. 25 by the bursting of a bomb. He is the 14th Ombersley man to lose his life 
through the war.' 

There is a memorial plaque to Aubrey in the church chancel. 

The old village cross George W Gillingham, vicar of Ombersley (1934-1953), described the old village cross in his book, Ombersley: An Historical and Sporting Guide 
(1948): 

'Originally it was the very centre of everything.  The market was held close by.  The old roads from Worcester and Droitwich met almost 
beneath it and then went their divers ways.  The old church stood within a few yards and the worshipers passed close by it for Divine Service.  
It was used as a station for processions and outdoor preaching.  Important public pronouncements were made from its steps.' 

When the schools were in the village centre and the weather was arm and sunny, the girls were allowed to sit on the steps to do their knitting and 
sewing. 

Without doubt the Old Village Cross, or at least parts of it, are ancient. The base is four steps of sandstone blocks.  The plinth has quatrefoil carvings 
and is thought to be c14th.  The shaft, which is probably  not the original one, has chamfered edges top and bottom and is topped with sandstone 
block that once was a sundial.  Gillingham thought it was the third shaft because he assumed the first would have been smashed during the 
Reformation.  However, whether the original was destroyed and a second one replaced before 1825 remains pure speculation or supposition. 

Indeed, Gillingham's description of the shaft's chamfered edges and sundial match that made in 1825 by Dr. Peter Prattinton, renowned and avid 
collector of Worcestershire history and antiquities.  A hundred years later we see the same shaft in a watercolour painted by Frank Moss Bennet.   

On the third step on the west side is a niche that, at some time long passed and on market days, may have held a pot of vinegar.  This, it is thought, 
was used to disinfect money.  The same story is also told about the plague stone, now displayed on the old weighbridge site. 

Prattinton's notes claim that the Cross originally stood in the centre of the Main Road at its junction with Hill Top Lane.  However, there is no 
evidence that it was ever moved, nor was there ever any need to move it.  The Cross was in the churchyard.  A narrow road went past it and past 
what was to be the site of the new church.  It then went through the wood.  Remember at the time of Prattinton’s visit the Holt Fleet Road had not 
been built.  The road then found its way to the river via Powers or Parsonage.  There was no need to move the Cross because it was where it was 
wanted.    

 



RESEARCHER NAME(S) John Silvester and Jenni Waugh 

*House name or number  In 2017 St Andrew's Church, Ombersley In 1914 St Andrew's Church, Ombersley 

*Road, street, lane etc... Church Street, Ombersley 

*Where in the parish? Ombersley 

*What purpose did it serve during WW1? Place of worship 

Pictures 1925 – a painting of the Old Village Cross by Frank Moss Bennett 

 

    

Joseph Henry Weston Alfred Passey RT Knight John Butler 

 

  



COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES in the churchyard 

Who was eligible for a Commonwealth War Grave: For First World War those members of the Commonwealth forces who lost their lives between 4 Aug 1914 and 31 Aug 1921. 

Rank Name Age Date of death Regiment Unit Service no Additional information 

Sergeant J [John] Butler 28 30 Sept 1920 Worcestershire 
Regt 

8th Bn. 202685 Son of John and Clara Jane Butler, of Mortimer Terrace, 
Ombersley.  In 1911, John's occupation is given as Jobbing 
Gardener. 

A photograph of Private J. Butler can be found in Berrow’s 
Worcester Journal Supplement, 29 January 1916, available 
at Worcestershire Archives. 

Directions: Halfway between the church and Sandys 
Mausoleum.  Behind a yew tree. 

Private HE Farmer 26 11 Jan 1919 Worcestershire 
Regt 

12th Bn. 17269 Son of W and L Farmer, of Rose Cottage, Ombersley.  He is 
named on the Ombersley School Memorial.  In the 1911 
census, Harry lived in Haye Lane with a brother and 2 
sisters.  He worked as a horseman on a farm. 

Directions: standing behind the Village Cross and facing 
the Sandys Mausoleum, the grave is diagonally a few 
paces to the right. 

Private RT Knight  26 May 1920 Hampshire Regt  09564  

Gunner Alfred Passey 32 23 Sep 1918 Royal Field 
Artillery 

3rd "A" 
Reserve Bde. 

154527 Died in England of illness contracted whilst on military 
service.  Death registered in Amesbury, Wiltshire. 

Private Joseph Henry 
Weston 

20 16 Jun 1917 Royal 
Warwickshire 
Regt 

7th Bn. 267077 Son of James and Mary Weston, of Uphampton, 
Ombersley.  He is named on the Ombersley School 
Memorial.  Joseph Weston was part of a big family with 3 
brothers and 2 sisters. He was 20 when he died in the 
Isolation hospital in Bromsgrove in June 1917. 

A photograph of Private Weston can be found in Berrow’s 
Worcester Journal Supplement, 30 June 1917, available at 
Worcestershire Archives.  

 



This memorial plaque to Aubrey Webster, son of the parish vicar, is on 
the north wall of the chancel. 

Information from http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/casualty/webster-aubrey/ 

Rank : Second Lieutenant Aubrey Herbert Bower Webster 
Regiment : 6th Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment 
Date of death : 25th April 1916 aged 27 
Buried : Bray Military Cemetery, France, Grave I. A. 1. 
Relatives : Son of the Reverend J. and Mrs. E. F. Webster, of Ombersley Vicarage 
Memorial : Ombersley War Memorial 
Also appears on : Worcester Kings School WW1 Memorial.  Worcester Cathedral 
Cloister Windows Kings School.  Ombersley St Andrew's Church war memorial.  
Ombersley Memorial Hall Roll of Honour. 

Obituary Details: The Vigornian, July 1916, No.86, Vol.VIII 
Aubrey Webster entered the [King's] School House in January, 1900, in the Third Form, 
subsequently won a King’s Scholarship and left for Oxford in September, 1907, having 
won a Colquitt Scholarship for Divinity and Classics at Brazenose College. He graduated 
B.A. in 1910 with Honours in Modern History and subsequently engaged in scholastic 
work as Assistant Master, Yardley Court School, Tonbridge.  

On the outbreak of the War he at once volunteered and joined the first Public Schools’ 
Battalion, obtaining his commission in the Northampton Regiment in 1915 and went to 
the front in March 1916, meeting his death by the accidental bursting of a bomb on 
April 25th.  

He was the only son of the Reverend J. Webster, Rector of Ombersley. While at School 
he managed and vivified the School Field Club, was Curator of the Museum, rowed in 
the First Boat, was in the Cricket XI., and held a Rifleman’s Certificate. At Oxford he 
stroked the B.N.C. Torpid and rowed in the 2nd Eight. He was enthusiastic in all kinds of 
sport, a lover of nature, and a good game shot.  

At School he was remarkable for singularly bright and happy disposition, and his 
devotion to his old School and masters deep. In his will made a few days before his 
death he left a legacy to the School Boat Club.  

 

An occasional apparent levity covered deep principle and much 
earnestness, and his last loving letter, written in pencil, to his “dear 
old Head” from the railway carriage en route for the front, expressing 
his “determination to do down the opposing side,” with a great regret 
that he had not “looked up his notes” more carefully, was full of high 
aims both in the war and after. England can ill spare such as he. 
W. H. C. 

 

A 'Memorial Service for The Men of Worcester and the 
Neighbourhood who have laid down their lives in the war' was held in 
Worcester Cathedral on All Saints Day, 1916 at 7.30pm. 2nd Lieut. 
A.H.B. Webster, Northants, is listed on the Roll of Honour in the 
service booklet under Old Vigornians. [Old Vigornians  are former 
pupils of Kings School, Worcester] 

A photograph of Lieutenant Aubrey Webster can be found in Berrow’s 
Worcester Journal Supplement, 13 May 1916, available at 
Worcestershire Archives. 

 

http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/casualty/webster-aubrey/


  

These war memorial panels are on the reredos behind the altar in the parish church.  This is not a list of every man from the village who 
died in the war.  For details of the men listed on this memorial, go to : http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/memorial/ombersley-st-andrews-church/ 

 

http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/memorial/ombersley-st-andrews-church/


The parish war memorial in Ombersley was 
unveiled on Remembrance Sunday in 1946, to 
commemorate the sacrifice made by the fallen of 
that community in the First and Second World 
Wars. The railings of the churchyard of St Andrew's 
Church were altered to create a small enclosure 
where the memorial stands. 

The memorial is listed on the Historic England Buildings & 
Monuments Register. 

For the names of those included on Ombersley War 
Memorial see: 
http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/memorial/ombersley-
war-memorial/ 

To see all the panels of the war memorial see: 
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/91770 

 

 

http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/memorial/ombersley-war-memorial/
http://www.rememberthefallen.co.uk/memorial/ombersley-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/91770

