
Residents of Whitneys Farm House between 1905 and 1939. 

Lucy Whitney To 1905 died in 1905.   

1881 and 1901 census show Lucy Whitney living and farming in Parsonage Road. 

Richard Amphlett 
Gardner (owner) 

 Richard Amphlett Gardner bought Whitneys.  He died in 1931.  He and his wife are on the 
Electoral register as owning land at Parsonage Farm, which is where the Pardoes lived.   

1901 and 1911 census show Richard Amphlett Gardner living in Hornsey, Middx 

James Arthur Jones 

(neighbour) 

 James Arthur Jones rented the Parsonage from the Gardeners and used Whitneys as lodgings for 
his chauffeurs.  After he died in 1934, his wife Mabel seems to have had no one resident at 
Whitneys as there is no clear resident from the electoral registers.  Mabel Jones is not on the 
register after 1938.  However Duncan Green remembers that the Barbers lived at Whitneys 
before Arthur and Dolina Green moved in in 1939. 

1901 and 1911 census show James Arthur Jones and his wife, Lucy Mabel, living at the 
Parsonage. 

Harry Sharp 1907 – 1915 [1907 – 1915 electoral registers] 

Born 1871 in Claines, married 1897 and died in 1945, aged 76 in Worcesteshire.   

In 1891 he was living in Fernhill Heath as a groom in three rooms over the Worcestershire 
Kennels.  In 1901 he was a coachman/domestic at 31 Union St., Stourbridge, living with his Wife 
Rosa and daughter Elsie aged 3 and sons Percy aged 2 and Ernest aged 7 months.   

On the 1911 census, at Whitneys, he was 40, his wife 40 and his children were aged 13, 12, 10, 
with another son, Ernest aged 8 years.  Harry's occupation is given as Coachman (domestic).   

There is a LODGER: Edward William Bridge, a groom for the Worcestershire Hunt. 

The house is next to Parsonage Farm and 3 doors from The Old Parsonage where James Arthur 



Jones lives. 

There is no record of his serving in the forces in WW1, or where he went to after 1915  

There are no electoral registers for 1916 and 1917, so there is no record of when Harry Sharp 
left and Ivanhoe Smith arrived. 

Lodger: Thomas Gould lodged there between 1915 and 1918.   

Ivanhoe and Essex 
Smith 

1918 – 1922 1911 census - 6 Finstall Road, Aston Fields, Bromsgrove 

Ivanhoe Thomas Smith, chauffeur, 31 years, born Bromsgrove 

Essex Smith, wife, 31 years, born Bromsgrove 

[1918 – 1922 electoral registers] 

Lodger?: Harry Davis was there just for the Spring electoral register in 1920. 

Henry James and 
Maggie Mary Urry 

1923 – 1925 [1923 – 1925 electoral registers, spring and autumn registers] 

In 2017 I met with Dorothy and Joan Urry, their daughters.  Joan and Dorothy never married, 
always lived together and ran the family garage business near Bridgnorth when their father 
died.   

Henry Urry was born in Lewes, E. Sussex.  His father ran a haulage company and had the 
contract with companies like Harrods and Carter Patterson to deliver coal, furniture and goods 
which arrived by train.  Harry was expected to join the business, but he wanted to introduce 
mechanised transport and his father refused, so he joined a garage which had an interest in 
cars.  

One day he heard a Major Towers-Clarke say that he needed someone to drive to Scotland.  
Harry offered even though he had only driven cars a few yards in the garage. From thence he 
worked as a chauffeur to the Major at Thetlock, Chaley Sussex.  His future wife was a parlour 
maid there.   

During the war he served as a mechanic in the Dardanelles and Gallipoli, whence he was sent 



home with enteric fever and eventually served in the RNAS.  After the war, he borrowed £100 
and with the money he and his wife has saved, bought a lorry to do deliveries.  Unfortunately, 
its engine blew up the first time he took it out, so he went back to being a chauffeur in Walls 
Ash, Southampton.  His wife came from Bromyard, so they went to work there.  

Apparently, he never wanted to stay more than 2 years in any post, always wanting to move on.  
He began to work for Mr Arthur Jones and drove him from Ombersley to parties at Whitley 
Court and to go otter hunting between Newnam Bridge and Tenbury.  After leaving Mr Jones, he 
worked for Mrs Kendrick, the relative of Neville Chamberlain in Romsley, Kidderminster.   

In WW2, he was a barrack warden at Bridgenorth and a special constable and set up in a garage 
business after the war. 

His daughter Dorothy Urry was born at Whitneys on ???.   

LODGER: In 1924, Alfred John Rowberry is recorded as a lodger with the Urrys. 

John Edgar and Emily 
Minnie Lamb 

1925 – 1930 [1925 spring electoral register - 1930] They also had LODGERS:  Albert and Bertha Baylis and 
Thomas Reginald and Edith Watkins from 1930, although they are on electoral registers from 
1927, they are not recorded as lodgers of the Lambs until 1930. 

John and Annie Nicholls  

 

1931 - 1934  

Arthur & Dolina Green After 1939 1939 Register shows Arthur, Dolina, Joan, Mary, John Gordon, Andrew George and three other 
children, resident at Chapel Farm, Uphampton on 29 September 1939 

 


